
• 5 , IS _~- ." , and J.S 

1 ke 1 frye l' ......... 1 t~ ill t. 

'le )""1 ... Oil 

~.. cnw'ch "'as 1 roaa c~ 


j:~-t,o all th orld an -n'eacr "he gOl!pel." t!~ lot ev r:rone 


~•.:i s ~iar:s ar 

!.a + waek J )t' w e"" 

an !.n

i~trv in .. ..L,) "-: ... , n i P?oi t n_ 

• 'S.t: t .. , ~. " •_ey . 11 c~a"l.r r wor • ir. Aa!"k0 

w.... __• " "11 ey ri 'p nt sit ~ .,." ay"
" 
<. ~n Iilil.~ h , 1 ~ 

, • , 
':0. ......llt" w h 0" '. " 

,• • • ..ta. .1y • • 0 be . ~ e 11 ra' +'t,.· 

t:~n.j'_rs • O~ t' .r ... .:t"c... .ort·"la"'6~" J h i:bwd'" ' 

, __":IV r·, no " t. the 

o. L • ctice . 'li.::e or'di ry ood ,< ~'. :!. ..h" 
... ;, .... • Cnri .. 0 n ,,6 .+ t . .. . • hp,) n i t .c·II

.a .~ t'• +'., , t E. 1t. , r :iSH "'(..;1 . "- he a:!..."" 
a- to 1"' • . 1 ) r • r 1 1 a 

h£' .. call ., 

pe~pl" wt:.o r , 



, , , ,
" .. tiC ... l ... ve"~i:....l • >,an r •• 0

~ 
, 

" , 0 • +., ... ~b • " .CIT:" er.'"' 5 J Ul1 ' . ........re
" 
t t", 11 " s~~!J.ke '::I.arll·"h ~S t hO"_ t. t."," 

An :lers , 

"':,..ri"ti " 

re to 

... CI ~at. "' ... pt';i:J.t h'" btl 

'i ~ E •• , e\,pr ~r. • ~or1r 'l1 0 ' .. T'le"'e ?aul wa' . '''ng 

",1. t' the :,')hle- ,r ;1r' t':.,.l .t. " ,6. 10 Lh fio 3 Lr... f' 0' 

.' ,':..l" er • r -.. r, r ,s 1r1 '3 •.a.ke , four" 

f ...._ ":.s 1 s,..ir!+ 1 rUe . . . ~d "'''1' 1 • Y r.l;; 'lave been IOInrk

ir.g in he .... :.Jr 'M ....hi ::.n "h'.l~ ": . The "8 • r n h....siasts ," 
hp hd d's , +he prc..y- re , .l!l1 tl"o" __ i-ken f' •.S' rs . 


I ..... 'J.g~ nc ~eine th-r'! in th Cori thian ch ..",~~ •• 


, 0 0,.;'; ill Jeu:: , we 

k~ 

"rt Tl.t t i06 in""" ... :..:'1 t'an liftl . l(; wh f '1 ""_ t 

http:s~~!J.ke


fa' '" ~ g 

t 

... 
killt.: f')f f'l.it o rf; r 11) h fir .. cl.:. ., .... ur ith "' . 
ck !... ..' 

p fr n . j 

... e • :t':-ng _. ar ... t." ;.,~ ..." 

.., c , tr.ink r "s .l. ... d. f.l. ¥II• 

.. i "'1<.: 1 'casis , i 1s+ 'I"'1.",a1 vo' "'e 1::1. 

It 1" 

r t E.:1Ul.l.•da - . ..." is 
.. 

t ,.. . .;;" a ~irs rJi e "'i.!"~ _ t ; _!'\ •• ....:..) r t..lncP ng ar r to 

r !..1 , on th ir knee , 1~ t:~ 

.' • t sias:- i 0; L' .e J- .. • •" 
1 "" 1 U • c s • 

_. .....14; r-t ~ •. ~-l' e , re "h 1" a1 .. h.l i "J.ar.s . '" t 


we a . • ",1 gc w L , ;0 


r:r "8 sr-c 1::•• ') "'eM 0 he 100, ice; OWll tl" ' 'I'" noses f,. ~ ..l ... l 

rk ") h 

i· J.S t r""a' s , ;a1 



t e .. , '!"l-ti~wl'L"r 

rk . We LC •• _~ w 

e 10:: wh :I." w:rote 'J 

~ rOb l' t t) , ) r: 

,, I s· ....'< i1 the t ... ~ 6 C...~ ~C aJ gels ("h enth..!Ii , , 1 h n .... OV J _ am 1 ~y liong c clal""t;,:' 'lg-
.1. < if I !..BV P ~o~ t:Le po ra, :nd ~.n. "star.e\ all 


.:, e c:i an" 11 kc~ 1 'g I.~~ e;~~e ds), an if ~ have 

~ '" "ai t ... , s, • emove t:.r.t ~n!'l t .'ray- · ...~sJ , t 


.6. ...;.tV 00' l,v I ... D' .hinf" I ti C:-Wi::.;l all .I Ila. , a'!'".'l 
if eli,. r .. -l to ':Ie burnF'o (the chicken fry !'S \ , t 
la e not 1 0 ve , I ant iUb ' 13:1- )\ 

r.re i"J wh "rpen 

i no on no , r ardt goepA" . SCr.lf' :eople 

whu 1 L ;1it be'!.iovad sr. ~"i~E'..J loP "th t~o i "ant c! lTCh . 

:'C7 ~i~nl .. knoll' the f'lll mcar.ing becau"Ie ea.ch .QI.. g~a: pee! 

th ospel w't wh '" t'ley h40 to g-rab ~~_t~ . So. 

with a ne. ·en~e of t ~~lvps , some were ttrac~E 

in..... + ao&. , Be we""'e t .... 

l.he idl: ...... £l~d focu.:;ed on t..h"'t , -till ot~rs ....w the os "b.l..l-

Hie., in f=- .y !.' , Ii ~ j'pt 0 !l. T.s .'law t1 lee ~r i I 

d .1.:10:; ·!-oe gc~ e" !': t oor gave all "t-.. t t ,e h. d an bUT d 

t "'-selves <:'t:.t in "e:-"ice . Ana it was rea}!y ~a ·~utif·1. r .., 
0, 

No J .. ~ tr.c'"'e "'~l€ with I/Ilrying ex~rienc s of t·he 

fo. -l tl'!- ca.'lt" t € r..:ler , t~e w re i".. .~ ra 0 .::ar:=,s . .. a~h w 

0 inti.m.atel a t • t ract-d .1..'1 t • t'e fait'" ar.1"" ,r w 

w!~t- it e -:1+ t th .. h t t' i!' C;hri~ '" "I wi+ne u oS 11ke 



a dial soap c J:nr~rical : . It: speak in tougues; don 1t "~,wi::h 

W 
everybody did?'I . "Theology turns me on•• -·.'hat ' s the mat1.er 

\~ith ~rou?" "I pr~' a lot ••• why wE"ren l t you at thp pra,.ver 

group last night?" "'Nell tole irf€re working at the church •. 

tlhere werp you?" . So the vpry gifts they had b~en giv"n 

beca~~ the ~ource of divi~ion . 

Paul CQuJd bave ,,:ri t "en : If!low , in th! intereet of getting 

along , letl~ all deny our gifts •. let's ull act the S~~~ and 

not tal" about our Jifferenc"sTl But thank ;Jod kP ~aid : ., I 

,.;ill show you a nore exce41ent way" . CelebJ'ate your gift , 

but bO beyond it and us'? t!1.e one bift which ....·8 all havE , the 

gift of love . 

.

But part of ~he problem is we jon ' t always love each other. 

~.r(.at can we do about that. . 1 
Well , it itlvolvet loving yourseU m d acccpti~ yourEelf . 

Vou are a creatbn of Liod preciaous i:1 his dght. and ccrtain, 
ly worthy of you'" Q~m acceptanc'=! . But €'very ath6r person 

upars the ~ame nark , "'peeial and clr..i que . Love is t!1e. r~cog-

nition of that . Her"? i~ sor:i.8tbing Paul sa:,"s about love : 

1\ "Lo'l~ is pa1.ient an' kind , 10v8 i" not jealou~ or boas£
\ ful , it is not a!'ro;:eant or rude . L..:;n:: DOES NO~ INSIST ON 
,,-r.'~ ....'tlN v]AV'rI ("TS h , ~) , 
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apol't.ll"'s , l..!nfit ":.Cl be "a}l~ _ "'1 apo -tlc , ~'-caus€ 
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gi!',,::. . B' t , \").0'11 , wLh ?a:.... J I just ..tant to make sure ... don I ~ 

o/a.~h'1"E>v€r "Uts ..I.. ha-/E> . 1 tci";P. fClund th'lt Dne o' thE' main 

,aj'~ I waste ury gifts i~ to try to as~~rt theM as th~ ways 

t!-..at ~verybody oU{;r" to livp and ~ct •• to spen.:! all rr.y enerby 

tr:,ring +.0 convince otht..:rs th;::t. they ought to ~ee s: s,,~ , 

to feel as I feel , to kno... what :L kno~ J ,,0 do as I do . 

;Qve found tt"'l+ the be:;:t way I :an use my gifts is to 

s:,pr' ciRte thp gift!: at hers I;s.';e and coun'. cf the::n to bp who 

they are - no mD~e , no lcs~ . ;';Ol.la of our r't>ople have gift::. 

ir. music , :;:0 'tie all jon ' +:' h!lve t.o SL'lb in the ('hairs , tho 

morp "',l'.:ml-:l . 'l'~l.pn t'tere is normally som~one dawnst!J..irs takL:g 

cart: of au' childrer. ana '\oJE do:1, ' " ha ...·A ';0 do t _::!t . T:-.el"e i: 

50::'.eone t':) t4ch Su.n:lay Sc !o.;·' , l.3ually . Tilat is what "'lakes 

~he ch~ch so ~ich and interesting - and confu~:ng and 

frustrating . 

r:><.:!"e is Ct 5piri~udl s!':ake ha.'161e!" in 1"'£0 - C:Or.lptim6::' it 

is enthusia!:m, ~ome~~ues it is an icpa , eom~tirnos It is 

prayer , or sometimes it is a job or a sE'rvic(~ I want~ to do 

in ':;hri:::t' e namE'. "'be snake handler in me wants everyone 

to agrl'!lJ with ~e , to f"'llo~J 1'!14" , too do w~a" I want to do • 

.... ,. { .. "'rp, iO' al'o a Inv;ng Christi"" ~it!:.in me th~ wantg 
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